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Mitigating 
Weapons and 
Violence in Schools
Objectives:

a. Identify four key facts 
about school gun 
violence.

b. Discuss effective 
school and community 
partnerships to reduce 
weapons and violence 
in schools.

c. Describe effective 
prevention policies to 
curb school violence.



Those discharging guns 
on school grounds most 
likely have a connection 

to the school

Guns normally come 
from home, family, or 

friends

There are nearly always 
warning signs

Gun violence in 
American schools has a 
disproportionate impact 

on students of color

Key facts about 
school gun violence:

Lessons learned from 
incidents of gun violence 
in schools is integral to 
creating a comprehensive 
plan to address their 
threat and effects. Studies 
organizations provides 
critical lessons that need 
to guide school safety.







Stressors



Concerning Behaviors
• Every attacker (100%) exhibited concerning behaviors prior to 

their attack, displayed at school. 77 had concerning behaviors 
at home or in the community, and 74%  displayed them online 

• Concerning behaviors ranged from relatively minor activities 
to actions that elicited fear in those who observed them.

• Made out of character statements 
• Displayed other minor changes in behavior
• Made direct threats of violence or brought weapons to 

school
• In most of the cases behavior elicited concern from 

bystanders 
These behaviors provide opportunities for school staff, law 
enforcement, families, and friends to recognize students who are 
in crisis and intervene as appropriate. 



Warning 
Signs

• When it comes to school shootings, there are nearly 
always advance indications

• These warning signs, if appropriately identified, can 
offer an opportunity for intervention. 

• 100% of the perpetrators showed concerning 
behaviors and 77% of the time at least one person, 
most often a peer, knew about their plan (Secret 
Service)

• These data suggest that fostering a trusting and 
emotionally safe school climate— where students are 
willing to both ask adults for help and to report any 
destructive thoughts and behaviors, such as gun threats 
on social media or weapons carrying—can be effective 
tools for prevention. 

• Taking immediate action on those warning 
signs is essential.



Effective 
School and 
Community 
Partnerships

Effective school and community 
partnerships reduce weapons and 
violence in schools
• Nearly 40 years of incidents. 
• 73% of school shooters acquired 

their firearm from the home of a 
parent or close relative (73%, 76%) 

• From 2008 to 2017, nearly half of 
the shootings, the firearm was 
easily accessible or was not stored 
securely

The US Secret Service



Effective 
School and 
Community 
Partnerships

School districts can help prevent school shootings by issuing notices to families 
about the critical importance of secure firearm storage in keeping schools and 
students safe. 

Supportive and trusting school environments are the strongest way to 
prevent school violence. the locus of school violence prevention must 
necessarily center around schools.

Creating safe schools to support them to become “community schools”—the 
focal point and heart of their communities. It is recommended that schools 
utilize district, state, and federal funding to help schools partner with community 
members particularly in communities that experience high rates of gun violence.

Community schools work with local partners to provide needed services that 
help uplift the entire community - becoming centers of education but fulfill a 
broader purpose of contributing to stable, healthy, and safe neighborhoods. 

In schools facing high levels of violence in and outside of the school building, a community school 
might fund programs such as creating safe passages (safe passages) to and from school, granting 
alternatives to out-of-school suspensions that offer meaningful educational opportunities for 
students, providing family counseling, increasing access to mentoring both in and outside of 
school, and incorporating restorative justice into discipline policies.

https://citygrip.org/practice_area/safe-passage/


Best protective strategy is PREVENTION

Students thrive in 
positive school 
environments.

• Supportive schools 
foster an affirming 
academic climate 
while also 
maintaining secure 
physical settings. 

• Safe schools are 
built on trusting 
relationships among 
students, staff, and 
administrators.

Eliminate punitive discipline practices
(zero tolerance) 

Creates racial disparities, false positives, 
or resentment

Assess school climate regularly

Promote Inclusiveness and empowerment

A national poll of SROs concluded that 20% 
of schools are not prepared for an active 

shooter incident



Prevention 
Success 
Stories

Chesterfield County, SC (October, 2018)
Two separate incidents in which student made 
verbal or social media threats while on school 

campuses were immediately reported by other 
students that had seen and/or overhead the 

threats to shoot up the schools.



EFFECTIVE PREVENTION POLICIES TO CURB SCHOOL VIOLENCE

Prevention: Establish a 
three-tiered community 
prevention model
• Pre-event; 
• Threat Assessment 

Standardized Protocol
• Monitoring

1
Pre-event:  Tip lines 
and other reporting 
mechanisms

2
Threat 
Assessments:  
Establish multi-
disciplinary threat 
assessment teams

3
Monitor:  Continue 
to observe 
escalating behaviors 
and implement 
countermeasures

4



Questions
What strategies are currently in 
your school district to prevent 
violence? 

What is the attitude of the 
community in becoming a 
partner in preventing school 
violence?

What policies would make your 
environment safer?



This publication was supported in whole or in part by the Nevada Division of Public 
and Behavioral Health Bureau of Behavioral Health, Prevention, and Wellness.

The opinions, findings, conclusions and recommendations expressed in this 
publication/program/exhibit are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily 

represent the official views of the State of Nevada.
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